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SUBJECT: FREE LANCE CORRESPONDENT JOHN SAAR 

1 . EMBASSY PRESS OFFICER WAS CONTACTED LATE EVENING FEBRUARY 
19 BY JOHN SAAR, FORMER WASHINGTON POST NORTH ASIA CORRESPON- 
DENT, WHO IS NOW FREELANCING. SAAR CALLED FROM KIMPO AIRPORT 
TO REQUEST EMBASSY ASSISTANCE. HE HOLDS A BRITISH PASSPORT BUT 
IS MARRIED TO AN AMERICAN AND HAS PERMANENT RESIDENCE STATUS. 

HE HAD ARRIVED IN KOREA ON ASSIGNMENT FOR A GERMAN PUBLICATION, 
GEO MAGAZINE. ROKG IMMIGRATION OFFICIALS TOLD HIM ON 
ARRIVAL HE WOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO ENTER KOREA. 


2. IN HIS INITIAL CONTACT WITH EMBOFF, SAAR ASKED EMBASSY 
TO INTERVENE IN CASE. HE SAID HE HAD DISCUSSED HIS TRIP 
TO KOREA WITH ROKG OFFICIALS IN NEW YORK AND HAD NOT BEEN 
TOLD DEFINITELY WHETHER HE WOULD BE ALLOWED TO ENTER THE 
ROK. HE ATTRIBUTED THE ROKG REFUSAL TO ADMIT HIM TO 
HIS PREVIOUS COVERAGE OF KOREA AS A WASHINGTON POST 
REPORTER. 
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3. EMBOFF CONFIRMED THAT SAAR WAS TRAVELING ON A BRITISH 
PASSPORT AND POINTED OUT THAT EMBASSY COULD NOT LEGALLY 
INTERVENE IN A CASE INVOLVING CONTROL OF ENTRY INTO A 
COUNTRY, ANY MORE THAN OTHER GOVERNMENTS COULD INVOLVE 
THEMSELVES IN INS DECISIONS. 
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4. ROKG ALLOWED SAAR TO OVERNIGHT IN SEOUL AND PUT HIM 
ON A RETURN FLIGHT TO TOKYO. SAAR CALLED EMBOFF AGAIN 
JUST PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE TO REPEAT HIS REQUEST FOR 
ASSISTANCE AND WAS AGAIN TOLD THAT THE EMBASSY COULD NOT 
FORMALLY INTERVENE. 

5. FYI. WHILE SAAR WAS AT HIS HOTEL IN SEOUL HE TALKED 
WITH NBC TV REPORTER JIM LAURIE, LOCAL NEW YORK TIMES 
REPRESENTATIVE. AND POSSIBLY OTHER U.S. REPORTERS. NBC 
AND NEW YORK TIMES HAVE CONTACTED EMBASSY TO CLARIFY 
NON-INTERVENTION POLICY, INDICATING SOME PRESS PLAY OF 
INCIDENT IS POSSIBLE. MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND INFORMATION 
REPORTEDLY TOLD SAARAND INQUIRING U.S. REPORTERS THAT 
SAAR WAS DENIED ENTRY BECAUSE HIS REPORTING WAS "BIASED, 
UNFRIENDLY, AND DAMAGING TO ROK". 

6. COMMENT: WHAT SAAR OF COURSE DID NOT KNOW IS THAT 
BOTH AMBASSADOR AND I HAD RAISED ISSUE (TEN DAYS AGO) OF 
VISA ISSUANCES WITH HIGH LEVEL ROK OFFICIALS, POINTING 

OUT DAMAGE DENIAL MIGHT DO TO ROK IMAGE. I REPEATED POINT 
TO VICE MINISTER KIM DONG WHEI LAST NIGHT, BUT ROK 
AD AMENT THAT SAAR WAS AN UNFRIEDNLY CORRESPONDENT WHOSE 
SOLE PURPOSE WAS TO WRITE UNFRIENDLY ARTICLES. 

STERN 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: JOURNALISTS, TRAVEL CONTROLS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 21 feb 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SEOUL01404 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780077-0792 
Format: TEL 
From: SEOUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780232/aaaabazc.tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: C8d3b7d2-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3534750 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FREE LANCE CORRESPONDENT JOHN SAAR 
TAGS: SOPN, PINS, KS, US, (SAAR, JOHN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c8d3b7d2-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



